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A young woman who works liquidating the stock of manga rental
shops has a secret past. A former child prodigy, her career as a
tournament go player ended due to unfortunate circumstances.
When another elite go player turns up at her door seeking a room
to rent, the two begin an unusual friendship that helps each to
resolve their conflicted relationship to the game.

A young woman who has made a career out of assisting defunct
manga rental shops auction off their wares hides a secret past. In a
former life she was a go prodigy who began competing professionally
at age 12. Then, for reasons not publicly known, she quit the
professional go circuit.

One evening, a stranger shows up at her door asking to rent a room.
The young man claims to be a former go professional, and, indeed, he
is a remarkably talented player. As the two adjust to life together as
roommates, they are surprised to find themselves healing from the
burnout they experienced as elite players - but a far more
unexpected outcome still awaits them.

In preparation for undertaking this work, artist Xiaodao did
extensive research by interviewing competitive go players. The
result is a refreshingly original graphic novel that merges a realistic
portrait of the professional go community with a tension-filled plot,
all the while sprinkling in nostalgia for an era when manga rental
shops formed the hub of Taiwanese youth culture. No matter their
degree of familiarity with the classic strategy game, readers will love
this go-themed story about finding oneself and finding

companionship.
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Xiaodao /NE;

Cutting edge comic book artist Xiaodao is celebrated for her unique
and immediately recognizable style. The Lion in the Manga Library is
her first commercial graphic novel.
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WHO IS THIS 6UY?. A CRIMINAL?
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The Academy: N

classes to train young
players to become go
professionals.
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STAR POINT*. e

ryal STARTING
“A BLACK
TIMER.

* Once a player has’used Up their basic time of two hours, they may take an
unlimited numbergf'moyes of less than 30 seconds each: If they need
more time, they can use up to one nym’f{e, but in doing so they use up
an “additional move”.- When all additional moves are used up, they
must make all remaining moves in under 30 seconds or forfeit.

STARTING
WHITE TIMER.

* Star point: A common starting move. Located four points down, and four
points over from the corner:
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AFTER THAT, MANGA BECOME
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MANGA AND
; G0 BOTH
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% EVOLVING oUT OF
A SIMPLE GRID OF

BLACK AND WHITE.
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CALMAND, STEADY **
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IS THIS SOME KIND OF...

AFFLICTION OF
TOP GO PLAYERS?

NOTHING COULD DISTURB HER
WHILE SHE WAS FOCUSED
ON THE GAME. SHE ONLY

RETURNED TO NORMAL WHEN

THE GAME WAS OVER.

' mhhl\\\mm n/




ONLY AFTER
THINKING LONG
AND HARD WOULD
A GLIMMER OF
LIGHT APPEAR,
ILLUMINATING AT THE
THE LAYOUT OF BEGINNING,

THE BOARD. PLAYING 60
FELT.LIKE
GROPING MY
WAY THROUGH
THE DARK.

. BECOMING A
[ FIELD OF LIGHT,

W

e AND THEN ALL

| CAN'T RECALL
WHEN, BUT AT

| oo s was THZ(;/EML;Z/?//;V;RS

e e~ MuripLyin BEGAN TO SPREAD
NOTHING ELSE.  qp eROWING
MULTIPLYING

0 AND GROWING,
EN
f
%
\ S
% NOTHING BUT
THE GAME. ..
| CAN'T RECALL
WHEN IT
STARTED. .. -
Y4 g
PN i
/ /':_ . I
\ \" II;I
._-~<f":"_:,.v\l" ’
} \\\;_\_ \V
vg f
7’ iﬁi\;j{i/ Vo

—— " )
(g
/‘\.:.. - ] iy






* Dissociation: a mental state in which the personality loses its
integrity, causing the person to lose conscious memory o

| REMEMBER PLAYING ONE | MUST HAVE
PIECE, THEN ANOTHER, DISSOCIATED*
AGAIN. 1
AND THEN | WENT BLANK. THOUGHT

PLAYING
WITH AN
ACADEMY
STUDENT Q\
woutp
BE SAFE.
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