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Here it is. 

Goodnight 

Punpun.

strapping 
machine

– bound tight –

Sold

There.

Perfect!



Hey, Mr. Li 

will come pick 

up this set 

tomorrow. 

Congratulations! 

Another one 

sold!

Congratulations? 

For what? I ran 

this store for 

ten years, and it 

all ends like this! 

<sob> 

Manga rental 

shops are a 

dying industry. 

You’ve got to 

start thinking 

about the next 

ten years.

<sob> ... I 

just can’t 

bear to 

sell these 

books. I 

love them 

too much...

 Love is Love is 

having having 

money money 

to keep to keep 

yourself yourself 

fed!fed!

<sob> 

Winter, 

I didn't 

take you 

for such 

a phili-

stine!=

I'm just 

thinking about 

maximizing 

your returns 

while these 

manga still have 

value. it's nine 

already...

Bye~

Oh, 

one 

more 

thing.

Huh?



Today's Today's 

the 5th. the 5th. 

Your Your 

lease lease 

ends on ends on 

the 30th, the 30th, 

right?right?Yeah. Yeah. 

What's What's 

the the 

pro-pro-

blem?blem?

Black Bear Manga

You forgot 

to hang the 

"Clearance Sale!" 

sign. Why do 

you think we've 

got so many 

books left 

to sell?

No one 

even knows 

you're 

closing shop. 

If you put up 

the sign, the 

books will 

f ly off the 

shelves.

Hmmph!Hmmph!

But I don’t want But I don’t want 

to advertise it to advertise it 

to the world! to the world! 

This is my store! This is my store! 

Waaaah!Waaaah!

Look, if you don't 

start advertising now, 

when are you going to 

do it? Are you going to 

wait until the last day and 

call a recycling company 

and sell everything 

as scrap paper?

Let 

me 

tell 

you,

I've seen 

a lot 

of shop 

owners 

do that, 

and it’s 

not a 

pretty 

sight.

Over ten 

years of 

blood, 

sweat, and 

tears. 

All for 

nothing.



Chapter 1





The late 90’s The late 90’s 
and early and early 

2000’s were 2000’s were 
the golden age the golden age 

of Taiwan’s of Taiwan’s 
manga rental manga rental 
shops. At the shops. At the 

time there time there 
were over were over 

4000 of them 4000 of them 
throughout throughout 
the country.the country.

Most of Most of 
them rented them rented 
out manga, out manga, 
novels, and novels, and 
DVD’s. Some DVD’s. Some 

also sold soft also sold soft 
drinks and drinks and 

snacks.snacks.

In recent In recent 
years, years, 

increases in increases in 
urban rents urban rents 
and the cost and the cost 

of goods of goods 
added to the added to the 
overheard of overheard of 
these small these small 

stores.stores.
Add to that Add to that 
the impact the impact 
of rampant of rampant 

online piracy online piracy 
and competing and competing 

sources of sources of 
entertainment entertainment 
made available made available 
by the prolife-by the prolife-

ration of ration of 
smart phones…smart phones…

and slowly manga and slowly manga 
rental stores rental stores 

were displaced as were displaced as 
the main source the main source 
of entertainment of entertainment 
for young people for young people 
in Taiwan. Within in Taiwan. Within 

the last two the last two 
years, there has years, there has 

been an avalanche been an avalanche 
of store closures.of store closures.



This gave rise to This gave rise to 
my line of work –my line of work –
consultants who consultants who 
specialize in the specialize in the 
aftermath of a aftermath of a 
manga rental manga rental 

shop’s closure.shop’s closure.

I’m home!
I’m home!

Book Book 
Rentals, Rentals, 
Used Used 
Book Book 
BuyerBuyer

Hmm… 
No one 

returned 
books…

Wanted, 

roommate, 

second 

floor room, 

contact 

Miss Yuan

What should I 
What should I have for a late-

have for a late-night snack?night snack?



!!



Good 

evening, 

Grandmaster. 

I'd like to live 

here. I have 

money.

Who is this guy? A criminal? Who is this guy? A criminal? 
A pervert? Why did he call A pervert? Why did he call 
me Grandmaster? me Grandmaster? 
Is it some kind of code Is it some kind of code 
word? Who comes to rent a word? Who comes to rent a 
room this late at night?room this late at night?

Who is he? Who is he? 
And what does he want!?And what does he want!?



Eeee-
Eeee-

yaaaaa!
yaaaaa!

Oooof!Oooof!

Quick! 

Quick! 

Clo
se the 

Clo
se the 

door and 

door and 

call 
the 

call 
the 

polic
e!

polic
e!

Eeeek!

Even a debt 

Even a debt 
collector 

collector 
wouldn’t do 

wouldn’t do that!
that!

This guy must 

This guy must 
be dangerous!!!

be dangerous!!!

!



Huh?

When I was 

little I 

attended a go 

camp here. I 

got this "wish 

certi f icate".

It gives me 

the right to 

challenge you. 

If I win, you 

have to grant 

me a wish.

What!? We What!? We 
used to give used to give 
out these out these 

certificates certificates 
at my grand-at my grand-
mother’s go mother’s go 

camps.camps.

I'm not sure 

if it has an 

expiration 

date. I was an 

academy student, 

so I'd like to 

challenge you, 

Grandmaster. If 

I win, can I rent 

the room?

This has to This has to 
be the first be the first 
time anyone time anyone 
bothered to bothered to 
redeem one redeem one 
of these…of these…

... are you 

some kind 

of time 

traveller?



You've got 

a lot of 

books here. 

I noticed 

that when 

I used to 

come play 

go.

It used to 

be my grand-

mother's manga 

rental shop. She 

held those go 

camps here as a 

kind of hobby. 
Why do 

you want 

to live 

here?

I have to 

move out of 

my current 

place. I spent a 

lot of time here, 

so I thought

 it would be 

nice to live 

someplace 

familiar.

I've been 

trying to 

rent the room 

for a while. 

Since you're 

a former 

student, of 

course, you're 

welcome to 

stay.

There 

should still 

be a go set 

here some-

where...

I've never been 

challenged in 

the middle of 

the night. This 

should be an 

interesting 

experience.

Oof, my Oof, my 
stomach 
stomach 
hurts.hurts.

I look 

forward 

to 

receiving 

some 

pointers.

Found it! 

It's all 

covered 

in dust.

Do you 

still play, 

Grand-

master?

It feels It feels old when 
old when you call 
you call me that...

me that...

I'm not 

a profe-

ssional 

player 

anymore. 

Just 

call me 

Winter.

I helped out with 
I helped out with classes a few times.

classes a few times.



I haven't played in a 

long time, though 

I watch games 

occasionally. Like 

when AlphaGo 

stomped all those 

human players.

AlphaGo: a go AI 
developed by Google 
in 2014 which 
dominated matches 
against top human players.

Gran... I mean, 

Winter, have 

you watched 

any recent 

professional 

matches?

No... Did 

you say 

you were 

an academy 

student?

I was, but 

I'm over 18 

now, and I 

no longer 

compete.

The Academy: 
classes to train young 
players to become go 
professionals.

That probably means That probably means 
he didn’t qualify he didn’t qualify 
for professional for professional 
competition. If he competition. If he 
only has academy only has academy 

training, this should training, this should 
be no sweat…be no sweat…

and I and I 
haven’t haven’t 
had an had an 

episode in episode in 
a while…a while…

Can I check 

your ID? I 

can't rent the 

room to a 

minor.

Sure.Sure.

A national A national 

health card. health card. 

He's still a kid He's still a kid 

in the picture. in the picture. 

Name: Fang Chiu-Name: Fang Chiu-

Hsun. Twenty Hsun. Twenty 

years old, years old, 

four years four years 

younger younger 

than me.than me.

I should check him 

out just to be safe... 

Fang Chiu-Hsun... looks 

like he's never played 

professionally.

All 

right. 

Let's 

play!



I'll use an 

app to keep 

time. Basic time: 

two hours. 

Additional time:

 three one 

minute 

moves.*

* Once a player has used up their basic time of two hours, they may take an * Once a player has used up their basic time of two hours, they may take an 
unlimited number of moves of less than 30 seconds each. If they need unlimited number of moves of less than 30 seconds each. If they need 
more time, they can use up to one minute, but in doing so they use up more time, they can use up to one minute, but in doing so they use up 
an “additional move”.  When all additional moves are used up, they an “additional move”.  When all additional moves are used up, they 
must make all remaining moves in under 30 seconds or forfeit.must make all remaining moves in under 30 seconds or forfeit.

* Star point: A common starting move. Located four points down, and four * Star point: A common starting move. Located four points down, and four 
points over from the corner.points over from the corner.

Got 

it.

I'll give 

you the 

f irst move, 

since I've 

played pro-

fessionally.

Thanks.

Starting 

black 

timer.

Upper right 

star point*.

Starting 

white timer.



Intere-Intere-
sting...sting...

I never I never 
imagined I’d imagined I’d 
start playing start playing 
again under again under 

circumstances circumstances 
like these.like these.

Go Go 
(Japanese), 
or weiqi 
(Chinese),

is a is a 
contest of contest of 
occupying occupying 
territory.territory.

White territory: 

19 “eyes”

Black territory: 

38 “eyes”

Age 4
I was only I was only 

four when my four when my 
grandmother grandmother 

began began 
teaching me teaching me 

go in her go in her 
store. store. 

Age 9

At nine I entered 
one of the go 
academies. At 

twelve I qualified  
to compete to compete 

professionally. professionally. My talent My talent 
soon revealed soon revealed 
itself, and I itself, and I 

felt naturally felt naturally 
drawn to drawn to 
learning learning 

more. more. 

Age 12

I was I was 
a child a child 
prodigy prodigy 
of go.of go.

The year I 
started playing 

professionally, I 
also helped out 
my grandmother 

with her go 
summer camps.



Those Those 
little brats little brats 

didn’t didn’t 
return return 

these books these books 
to the shelf. to the shelf. 

Grandma Grandma 
has to open has to open 
shop this shop this 

after-after-
noon!noon!

Rurouni Rurouni 
Kenshin… 24 Kenshin… 24 

volumes… What’s volumes… What’s 
so special about so special about 
these books with these books with 
all their little all their little 
panels anyways?panels anyways?

They killed 

off the main 

heroine!!! 

Can you even 

do that? 

And why am I 

crying!? What's 

happening!?

No! No! 

I just can't I just can't 

accept this accept this 

ending! ending! 

There has There has 

to be a to be a 

volume 25!volume 25!

That was That was 
the first the first 

time I read time I read 
a manga. a manga. 
Started Started 
right right 
in the in the 

middle.middle.



After that, manga become After that, manga become 
my way of dealing with my way of dealing with 
the stress of playing the stress of playing 

competitive go. Whether I competitive go. Whether I 
won or lost, I always read won or lost, I always read 
manga after a tournament.manga after a tournament.

This kid’s This kid’s 
moves are pretty moves are pretty 

smart. How smart. How 
come he couldn’t come he couldn’t 
qualify to play qualify to play 
professionally?

I used to I used to 
spend hours spend hours 

every day every day 
practicing practicing 
go. It was go. It was 

the only way the only way 
to establish to establish 
myself as a myself as a 
top player.  top player.  

She’s a true She’s a true 
master. No master. No 
wonder she wonder she 

was champion was champion 
for two years for two years 

in a row. in a row. 

I lived in such I lived in such 
a narrow a narrow 

space, endlessly space, endlessly 
calculating go calculating go 
strategies and strategies and 
scenarios. But scenarios. But 

manga liberated me.manga liberated me.

The pieces The pieces 
are flying are flying 

now. Jockeying now. Jockeying 
for position, for position, 

forming tangled forming tangled 
patterns…patterns…From endless 

possibilities possibilities 
and conflicts, and conflicts, 

you have to you have to 
distill the distill the 

one essential one essential 
move…move…



Manga and Manga and 
go both go both 

contain untold contain untold 
possibilities, all possibilities, all 
evolving out of evolving out of 
a simple grid of a simple grid of 
black and white.black and white.





Calm and steady…Calm and steady…she may have she may have 
left professional left professional 

competition, competition, 
but she’s still a but she’s still a 
Grandmaster.Grandmaster.

My basic My basic 
time is up. time is up. 
I can’t get I can’t get 

caught up in the caught up in the 
complexities. complexities. 

Keep it Keep it 
simple!simple!

Black’s 

basic time 

is over. 

Three 

additional 

moves over 

thirty 

seconds 

are 

allowed.

Why would a Why would a 
master like her master like her 
quit playing?quit playing?



That's wrong!

?



The 
The vital 

vital point!*

point!*

* Vital point: a key point that will greatly * Vital point: a key point that will greatly 
influence the strength of a player’s position.influence the strength of a player’s position.

Huh? What Huh? What 
vital point? vital point? 
Did she just Did she just 

move my stone? move my stone? 
Am I seeing Am I seeing 

things?things?

Umm...



Umm...

She’s She’s 
playing playing 
another another 
piece! piece! 
What’s What’s 

happening?happening?

Position 

corrected. 

Commencing 

attack.

Position 
corrected? 

Is that 
why she 

moved my 
piece?

White’s 

time is 

up. White 

loses.

The The 
timer’s timer’s 
done…done…



but she’s still but she’s still 
playing!?playing!?

black 

blocks...
White 

extends...

White White 

caps caps 

the the 

end...end...

black 

thru-

sts...
white white 

applies applies 

press-press-

ure...ure...

Black 

evens 

up...white 

f ills 

the 

eye...

She’s only She’s only 
using using 
white white 

stones…stones…

Black 

plays a 

tiger 

defen-

se...

White 

soars...

but could it but could it 
be that the be that the 

GrandmasterGrandmaster

perfect playing position?perfect playing position?



is figuring out some kind of...is figuring out some kind of...  

perfect playing position?perfect playing position?



This can’t be This can’t be 
healthy. It’s like healthy. It’s like 
she’s in a trance.she’s in a trance.

Grand-

master… 

are you 

ok? Grand-

master?

mumblemumble
mumblemumble

Can’t she hear me?Can’t she hear me?

Grand-

master, 

stop!

You're 

bleeding!



shivershiver

She’s not She’s not 
coming out coming out 
of it. What of it. What 
can I do?can I do?



I’m I’m 
sorry!sorry!

EExtend...xtend...

thrust...thrust...

You wanted 

to know 

about 

Winter Yuan’s 

last game?

It didn’t It didn’t 
work. Do work. Do 
I need to I need to 
take her take her 
to the to the 

hospital?hospital?

Yes, sir. I 

heard that 

you were the 

judge at the 

championship 

tournament.

Why did she 

concede 

when she 

had a clear 

advantage?

Grand-

master 

Yuan didn’t 

want to 

continue...

Why 

not?

There are There are 

personal details personal details 

about Miss Yuan about Miss Yuan 

which I am not at which I am not at 

liberty to reveal. liberty to reveal. 

It really was a It really was a 

shame, though...shame, though...

...



I’ve analyzed that game I’ve analyzed that game 
using AI. Her opponent had using AI. Her opponent had 

committed a fatal error committed a fatal error 
before she conceded.before she conceded.

I nearly did I nearly did 
the same thing. the same thing. 
Or at least the Or at least the 

Grandmaster saw Grandmaster saw 
it that way.it that way.

Could it be 
that a fatal 

error triggers 
some kind of 
condition, 

and she can’t 
continue 
playing?

That's 

it... 

white is 

ahead by a 

half point...

 black 

concedes...

!

half a 

point...

con-

cede...



I...

…concede.



UhnnnUhnnn……

Hey...seems 

like 

you're 

coming 

out of 

it.

sighsigh



Grand-

master!?

Now Now 
she’s she’s 
asleep?

Nothing could disturb her Nothing could disturb her 
while she was focused while she was focused 
on the game. She only on the game. She only 

returned to normal when returned to normal when 
the game was over.the game was over.

Is this some kind of...

affliction of 
top go players?

!



At the At the 
beginning, beginning, 
playing go playing go 
felt like felt like 

groping my groping my 
way through way through 

the dark.the dark.

Only after Only after 
thinking long thinking long 

and hard would and hard would 
a glimmer of a glimmer of 
light appear, light appear, 
illuminating illuminating 
the layout of the layout of 

the board.the board.

I can’t recall I can’t recall 
when, but at when, but at 
some point some point 

those glimmers those glimmers 
began to spread began to spread 
out of control.out of control.

Multiplying Multiplying 
and growing, and growing, 
multiplying multiplying 

and growing,and growing,

becoming a becoming a 
field of light, field of light, 
and then all I and then all I 
could see was could see was 

the game – the game – 
nothing else.nothing else.

Nothing but Nothing but 
the game… the game… 

I can’t recall I can’t recall 
when it when it 

started…started…





Oh Oh 
no…no…

I must have I must have 
dissociated* dissociated* 
again. I again. I 
thought thought 
playing playing 
with an with an 
academy academy 
student student 
would would 
be safe.be safe.

* Dissociation: a mental state in which the personality loses its 
integrity, causing the person to lose conscious memory of events.

I remember playing one I remember playing one 
piece, then another, piece, then another, 

and then I went blank.and then I went blank.

I doubt I played well. I doubt I played well. 
It’s been so long It’s been so long 

since my last game.since my last game.



Did you 

concede?

Yesterday, when I Yesterday, when I 
lost it… he helped lost it… he helped 
snap me out of it.snap me out of it.

Yeah, but 

you moved 

one of my 

pieces, and 

then you 

just played 

yourself.

So... 

yeah... 

I don't 

know 

what 

you 

call it.

He’s kind of an He’s kind of an 
interesting guy. interesting guy. 

Unflappable.Unflappable.
HehHeh……

Let's just say I 

lost. I'm going to 

sleep again.



Good 

morning! 

I want an 

egg wrap 

and a 

hamburger 

to go. You 

can put it in 

here.

You're so You're so 

environ-environ-

mental, mental, 

Winter! Winter! 

Are you Are you 

extra extra 

hungry hungry 

today?today?

The 

hamburger 

is for my 

tenant. And 

another egg 

tart for 

here.

What? 

You've 

got 

a new 

tenant? 

Since 

when?

Two 

days 

ago.

That's 

nice. Free 

breakfast 

with the 

room!

No, he's 

paying.

What 

kind of 

person 

is he?

He never 

eats past 

noon, 

so... kind 

of like a 

monk?




